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Your Trust in TLPA and the Work We Do on Behalf of our Membership is 

Paramount 

There is an underlying logic at work within TLPA.  The reason TLPA exists is that its members love Torch 

Lake.  We may have different reasons for this affinity.  For some, it’s memories. For others, it’s the water. 

And others still may be more oriented toward the future it promises their children and grandchildren.  In all 

cases, it’s a deep emotional connection.  It makes us want to protect Torch Lake. 

At a more pragmatic level, TLPA exists because of its members.  When it comes to getting things done, 

TLPA can often make a difference because of funds made available through membership fees and dona-

tions.   

It follows then that the Board of TLPA has two major obligations: 1) to serve its membership, and 2) to live 

out its mission to protect Torch Lake.  It is critical that the TLPA Board maintains and even continues to 

build your trust and the trust of our community.  We strive to do so by being transparent with our intent, 

our actions, and how we manage finances we’ve been entrusted to.  The Board further aspires to continu-

ously improve on how we do all of this. 

For all these reasons, the Board recently took the first of a number of escalating steps to codify our rela-

tionship with its membership and donors.  The importance of these steps will grow as we look to raise mon-

ey for the Keep Torch Lake Blue Campaign that supports the USGS project. 

The Board recently adopted the Donor Bill of Rights (See page 2), developed by the Association of Fund-

raising Professionals and its partners to “assure that philanthropy merits the respect and trust of the general 

public, and that donors and prospective donors can have full confidence in the not-for-profit organizations 

and causes they are asked to support.”  In addition, the Board is reviewing old and developing new fund-

raising policies and procedures to stay in line with best practices among non-profit organizations.  Their 

adoption shows that the TLPA Board has put on display what we stand for in matters such as transparency 

of financial information, confidentiality of donor information, conflicts of interest, accuracy of information 

about our use of funds, and much more.   

As the Board engages in constructive debates over the many issues we all face as we support Torch Lake in 

2023 and beyond, we can use documents such as these to inform how we will conduct our business.  We 

also plan to look to adopt other best practices from organizations across the country doing similar work, so 

that we can accelerate our capability to take on the inevitable challenges Torch Lake will face.   

The Board understands that all this is possible only because of your membership and donations and be-

cause of your belief in our mission. Thank you for making it all possible.  Please feel free to reach out to me, 

Dan Sajkowski (Board President), at any time with your questions at: tlpa@torchlake.com.  

 Thanks , 

   Dan 

mailto:tlpa@torchlake.com
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Mission of TLPA 

To preserve the beauty of Torch Lake 
and its watershed and to protect its 
environment for the enjoyment of all 
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        Support Our Business Members                     
   

A-Ga-Ming Golf Resort 

Alden Lumber and Hardware   

Alden State Bank    

Barker Creek Nursery & Landscaping                     

Birch Street Dental 

Chemical Control Co.  

The Chief Golf Course/BluePelican       

Creative Characters Printing    

Don Fedrigon Re/Max of Elk Rapids  

Draper Construction, Inc. 

Echo Quality Grinding 

Elk Rapids Marina 

Elk Rapids Electric 

Fitzpatrick Insurance Agency 

Grace of Alden 

Johnny’s Torch Riviera  

Kidd & Leavy Real Estate 

Keep Torch Lake Blue: A Project 
Update  
 
At the close of 2022, all the elements of the United 
States Geological Survey (USGS)-led Long Term 
Monitoring project came together. The detailed plan 
is in place to monitor the major inlet (Clam River) 
and Major outlet (Torch River) begin extensive water 
sampling and analysis this year.  

This plan represents the most comprehensive moni-
toring ever conducted on Torch Lake. Detailed moni-
toring will consist of sampling the lake seven times 
throughout the year (monthly 
April through October) at two 
traditionally-sampled deep-
water locations (South Basin – 
deep hole and North Basin). 
Twelver nearshore sites will also 
be sampled. Similar sampling 
will be conducted at two other 
near shore locations that will be 
chosen based on USGS coordi-
nation with Dr. Jan Stevenson of 
GBA monitoring 

Phytoplankton and zooplankton will be measured at 
0.5 meters at each of the nearshore sites and total 
phosphorus, nitrogen, and chlorophyll A concentra-
tions will be measured at the 12 nearshore sites 7 
times per year.  

This is the biggest coordinated effort of this kind ev-
er attempted on Torch. We hope to match the 
chemical, physical, and biological characteristics of 

Lake Living Services, Inc. 

Mapleridge Construction 

Nicolas Halek Realtor-Coldwell Banker Schmidt 
Realtors 

North Country Power Generators                           

Northshore Dock 

Parshall Tree Care Experts 

Parshall Turf Care Experts 

Pine Hill Nursery 

Short’s Brewing Company 

TCarea.com Realty 

Top Notch Heating, Cooling, and Geother-
mal 

Urban Diversions 

Village Market Food Centers 

Wanigan Corporation 

Golden Brown Algae (GBA) and the water environ-
ment surrounding GBA to better understand their 
relationship to one another.    

The cost of this project is very high, and it would not 
be possible without the generous donations of so 
many of our members as well as the cost sharing 
provision of the USGS. Before we agreed to collabo-
rate on this project and to use member funds to 
support it, we had to ensure the project would meet 
USGS and Federal guidelines to qualify sharing the 
expense of embarking on such research. With the 
support of our team leader, Dr. Dale Robertson, we 
met all the criteria. In addition, we needed to identify 

a “taxing” authority, and were able 
to secure the support of Antrim 
County Board of Commissioners to 
act as our fiduciary, for which we 
are greatly appreciative.  

The cost-sharing investment con-
tributed by USGS for the 2023 
portion of the project work totaled 
$80,453, a substantial and very 
helpful amount. 

We’ve presented a check to the 
Commissioners to cover the costs for the 2023 piece 
of the project. These funds will be held in a separate 
account to pay USGS quarterly throughout the year.  

As we continue to embark on this aggressive and 
comprehensive research on behalf of our lake quality 
and protection, we’ll seek out your support and con-
tinue to keep you informed of our efforts and pro-
gress. 

                  Keep Torch Lake Blue 
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Interactive Story Map of Torch Lake Aquatic Plant Survey Now On TLPA 

In the fall of 2021, TLPA, in partnership with Three Lakes Association (TLA) and Tip of the Mitt Watershed 

Council completed a full lake survey of the aquatic vegetation in Torch Lake, thanks to a generous grant 

from the Dole Family Foundation. 

The results of the plant survey were published in the Summer 2022 newsletter, and the full report can be 

found on the TLPA website. We are now proud to introduce the interactive version of the survey, which we 

refer to as the Story Map. The Story Map can be found on the TLPA website https://tlpa.co/stories/     

Visitors to the Story Map will get an interactive overview of the various types of vegetation growing in the 

lake, as well as satellite imagery of where it was found. A special emphasis is given to Eurasian Watermilfoil 

(EWM), a highly invasive plant that the joint TLPA/TLA EWM team is working hard to control and hopefully 

eradicate.  

 Changes Over Time  

The section Changes Over Time of the Story Map shows the locations where plant growth has been 

found. Map visitors can get more information about each location by clicking on the corresponding col-

ored dot. Dots on the map also call out specific plant species found during the survey. A dark green dot 

identifies Eurasian Milfoil for instance.   

Changes Over Time 

file:///C:/Users/Jim/Desktop/hyperlink.docx
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    Plant Communities 

 

 

Under the Plant Communities tab, you’ll find plant observations around the lake by navigating to the 

location of interest and clicking on the colored dots. The image below is an observation point from A-

Ga-Ming Golf Resort. The only aquatic plant found in this area was Muskgrass, (also referred to as 

Chara spp), a beneficial native species common to many lakes in Michigan. 

 

                                    Plant Communities 

Additional features of the Story Map include comparisons to other area lakes, as well as helpful sug-

gestions to help stop the spread of invasive species. Our team will continue to provide updates to the 

map as needed. We hope you enjoy your visit! 
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Why Dark Skies Over Torch Matter: In the Words of Donna Summer, “Dim All 

the Lights Sweet Darlin’” to Help Protect Our View of the Moon and Stars 

We all think Torch Lake is beautiful on a sunny day.  But have you ever really looked at the sky above it on a clear 

night?  It is not the sky you see from a city.  Cities are filled with so many lights that you can’t see what’s above.  Many 

life-long city dwellers will never see our galaxy, the Milky Way, arching across the sky.  On Torch, we take it for grant-

ed.   

It’s not just the Moon that reflects on the waters of Torch.  Planets such as Jupiter and Venus can be so bright that you 

can see their light reflecting on the lake when it’s so calm, it’s like a mirror.   

The more you know about the sky at night, the more amazing it becomes.  Download the App Skyview – or another 

night sky app, which you can point at the sky and it shows you what stars, planets, and constellations you’re looking at. 

Quick tip if you’re App averse: Stars twinkle, planets do not). 

If you look up at the sky above the lake, you can also see shooting stars (or meteors) not to mention passing satellites.  

During summer 2020, the comet Neowise was visible above Torch.  With low power binoculars you could see a once-in

-a-lifetime sight (it’ll be back in 6,800 years).  Complete with its tail, it was as big as the full moon.  Speaking of moons, 

there are times with a pair of binoculars that you can even spot 4 of Jupiter’s moons (it has more than 80). 

If you find yourself astonished by the night skies, take a look at the photo below of the Andromeda Galaxy. It was 

taken this fall from near Indian Point. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If we could see our Milky Way Galaxy from outside of it, this is what it would look like.  Andromeda is more than 4 full 

moons across but not easily visible because it is so faint.  Once you find it with your App, look for a cotton ball with 

your unaided eyes. Then try binoculars.  At the time of this photo, Andromeda was hovering above Clam River at the 

point it enters Torch.  Amazing, too, to know you’re seeing Andromeda as it was 2.5 million years ago. Fun Fact: An-

dromeda will collide with the Milky Way in 5 billion years. 

Andromeda Galaxy, photographed by TLPA Board President Dan Sajkowski  
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Welcome New Members 
 

Lamont & Heather Thurston 

 

Jerry Brackerett & Karen Kienbaum 

 

Walt & Amy Gutkowski 

 

 

Memorials 

 
Gary & Jeanne Leadley  

 

In memory of Harry & Jeanne Leadley 

Be a Joiner: It’s a Great Time to 

Join Our Volunteer Board 

Torch Lake Protection Alliance (TLPA) 

is looking for experienced volunteers 

to join our board or become a mem-

ber of one of our committees.  We’re 

looking for people with experience in 

areas such as law, finance, marketing, 

and communications. Expertise aside, 

the most important thing we’re look-

ing for in a volunteer is a passion to 

help protect and preserve the lake 

we all love.  

If you are interested and have a de-

sire to make a difference, please con-

tact TLPA Board Member and Com-

munications Committee lead Bruce 

Hulteen at bmhulteen@gmail.com or 

616-560-3952. Thanks.   

The night sky is for everyone. With so many homeowners around the lake installing outdoor lights to feature their 

homes, it’s making it more difficult to see and enjoy the stars, planets, galaxies, and shooting stars.  Please help us 

keep the night skies dark and dim all the lights.  You never know what magnificent wonders you might see when you 

look up.  

The Dumbbell Nebula, pho-

tographed by TLPA Board 

President Dan Sajkowski 

this summer.  It’s the rem-

nants of a star in our own 

galaxy that exploded 10,000 

years ago.  That’s about 

when Torch Lake was 

formed. 

mailto:bmhulteen@gmail.com
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Protect Torch Lake: Renew Your Membership and 
 Ask Others to Consider Joining TLPA 

 

Torch Lake Protection Alliance’s mission is to “Promote the responsible use of Torch Lake and actively pro-
tect its environment to preserve this geological gem.” As an organization, TLPA faces many challenges in our 
effort to achieve this mission: Golden Brown Algae (GBA), invasive species, sandbar safety, and shoreline pro-
tection are just a few of the issues we’re focused on. Our current membership represents about one third of 
the riparian population on Torch Lake. Our aim is to have 100 percent participation (imagine!). The larger our 
supporter base the more resources (and voices) we will have to be effective in achieving our mission. 

We thank all of you – our individual and business members – for your support and ask for your help in re-

cruiting new members. If you know a neighbor, friend, or local business owner who is not a member, please 

encourage them to join. If every member recruited just one new member, it would make a huge impact on 

our ability to address some of the many issues threatening the health and preservation of Torch Lake. 

Membership renewal notices for 2023 are out. Our membership year runs January through December. If you 

have not renewed, please do so as soon as possible.  You can mail your $100 check to TLPA, P.O. Box 706, 

Bellaire MI, 49615, or renew online at www.Tlpa.co.  If you have any questions, please contact TLPA Board 

Member Bruce Hulteen at bmhulteen@gmail.com or (616)-560-3952. And thank you!  

TLPA 2023 Events 

JUNE 10, 2023 – TLPA GEM Event 

AUGUST 1, 2023 – TLPA ANNUAL MEETING 

http://www.Tlpa.co
mailto:bmhulteen@gmail.com

