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Keep Torch Lake Blue: A Project Update  

As we watch the leaves change color and begin to fall, the project effort is also entering its next phase. The USGS team has com-

pleted sampling as of October 18, 2023. This does not mean the project team has completed its work for the year. The work of 

the project team will be directed toward three main efforts as follows: 

1. The team will now summarize the plan details for the 2024 project. The details will be formalized in a Joint Funding 

Agreement with USGS and submitted to Antrim County for approval to act as our fiduciary. With their support and ap-

proval, we will qualify for cost sharing with USGS on the project cost. 

2. The project team will review the hundreds of data sets of lab analysis of the samples, looking for trends and better de-

fine the water chemistry variation during the year. This analysis will then be compared to the GBA characterization data 

to develop correlations. In addition, zooplankton and phytoplankton sample analysis will be studied to define yearly vari-

ations.  

3. Pre-planning has begun for the next “Adaptive Management Meeting” to be held May 3, 2024. This meeting will provide 

a forum to share the outcome of our project with regional, state, and country experts and solicit their input on future 

plans.  

Eurasian Watermilfoil 

We have been fortunate that Eurasian Watermilfoil (EWM) has not gotten a good foothold in Torch Lake. Once established in a 

lake it is difficult or impossible to control. Our good fortune is not due to blind luck.  Bob Milliron in conjunction with the Three 

Lakes Association has headed up our fight to keep it in check and has done an excellent job. EWM is a scourge.  It is an invasive 

aquatic plant that grows rapidly, spreads rapidly, and out-competes native plants.  If left unchecked, EWM can form large masses 

of thick growth that will spread out on the surface of the water and create a hazard for boaters.  When these large masses of 

vegetation break free and wash ashore they become smelly piles of decomposing plant matter littering the shore. 

Lakes such as Long Lake, Higgins Lake and Lake Leelanau have not been as fortunate. They spend thousands of dollars yearly 

(Lake Leelanau $100K last year).  On Torch Lake, the joint TLPA/TLA Eurasian Watermilfoil team has spent an average of $2,000 

per year for the past three years. This cost is part of TLPA’s yearly budget.  This does not account for the countless volunteer 

hours dedicated by both associations. The EWM team has mapped the entire lake and have identified the areas that need treat-

ment. 

In the past, EWM sites on Torch Lake have been treated with Renovate brand granular pellets. We have observed mixed results. 

This year, a new liquid treatment called Procella Cor will be used. Procella Cor comes highly recommended by Michigan EGLE. No 

treatment can be conducted without the permission of adjacent lake front property owners. There also must be a permit from 

EGLE, and chemicals must be applied by a certified lake management contractor. 

The EWM team has seven sites that they treated this year and will be monitoring next year.  The goal of the team is to eradicate 

the known patches, but even if we are successful, a careful monitoring effort will need to be maintained.  
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                                               Support Our Business Members 
 
A-Ga-Ming Golf Resort 

Alden Lumber and Hardware   
Alden State Bank    

Barker Creek Nursery & Landscaping   

Bay North Realty                   

Birch Street Dental 

Chemical Control Co.  

The Chief Golf Course/BluePelican       

Creative Characters Printing    
Don Fedrigon Re/Max of Elk Rapids  

Echo Quality Grinding 
Elk Rapids Marina 

Elk Rapids Electric 
Fitzpatrick Insurance Agency 

Hell Fire Detroit Hot Sauce 

Kidd & Leavy Real Estate 

 

Lake Living Services, Inc. 

Mapleridge Construction 

Nicolas Halek Realtor-Coldwell Banker Schmidt Realtors 

North Country Power Generators                           

Northshore Dock 

Parshall Tree Care Experts 

Parshall Turf Care Experts 

Pine Hill Nursery 

Serve Electric 

Short’s Brewing Company 

TCarea.com Realty 

Top Notch Heating, Cooling, and Geothermal 

Urban Diversions 

John Roth Meeting/DNR Boat Ramp 

Sharon Hill, Tom Joseph, Rick Knopf and Dan Sajkowski had 

a brief meeting with the staff from the office of John Roth 

(Michigan State Representative for the 104
th

 district) on 

September 1, 2023.   

There were two reasons for the discussion.  The first was to 

create an awareness of Torch Lake Protection Alliance and 

USGS’s project Keep Torch Lake Blue.  We outlined our 

efforts to study the Torch Lake GBA (Golden-brown Benthic 

Algae) problem and implementing a water quality approach 

for Torch Lake.   

The second reason for the discussion was about the DNR 

boat launch near the Torch River bridge.  Many people 

raised areas of concern that were voiced in a public hearing.  

Our issue is the project was approved and is proceeding 

without addressing any of the concerns raised at the public 

hearing.  We related these concerns to John Roth’s office.  

They were very interested in getting a better understanding 

of the issues.  

There will be a follow up meeting, potentially at the site to 

discuss this further.  Roth and his assistant were agreeable 

to such a meeting although they will likely need to be 

prompted to set one up given their schedules.  Note that 

Milton Township, Antrim County and the Antrim Conserva-

tion District do not have oversight on a DNR project. 

Cedar Shores Marina Plan 

(The following is our response to Environment, Great 
Lakes and Energy (EGLE) concerning a proposed ma-
rina at Cedar Shores, located on S East Torch Lake 
Drive.) 

The Torch Lake Protection Alliance (TLPA) opposes 

the proposed seasonal marina at Cedar Shores Re-

sort.  Such a proposed expansion along the shoreline 

would be unprecedented in size. 

By allowing it to go ahead, we believe it will set a 

new precedent and promote additional such expan-

sions.  These expansions detract from the beauty of 

Torch Lake for all especially those that live close to 

the structures.  More, bigger and increasingly ob-

structive and intrusive is not the trajectory that we 

should be perpetuating on our lakes. 

We are also concerned that such a structure will be 

used commercially.  Enforcing against such use 

would be impossible.  Allowing the seasonal marina 

to go ahead creates a vicious cycle wherein the infra-

structure exists to rent, the financial incentive is pre-

sent and there is no real enforcement against it even 

if it is prohibited by ordinances.  This is how genera-

tional problems are created. 

The owners of Cedar Shores have alternatives to ac-

cess the lake and these alternatives were always 

known to those that purchased and/or inherited the 

properties. 
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                TLPA BOARD OF DIRECTORS           

Dan Sajkowski, President  Tom Joseph                        

Dave Martin, Vice President  Randy Asmus                      

Bruce Hulteen, Secretary  Sharon Hill                                         

Mark Jasonowicz, Treasurer               Laura F. Atkinson                     

Rick Knopf    Johanna O’Hagan 

Steve Kelley        

                      ADVISORY BOARD MEMBERS 

Norm Neuenschwander                          Bob Milliron 

Mission of TLPA 

To preserve the beauty of Torch Lake 
and its watershed and to protect its 
environment for the enjoyment of all 

Dewitt Marine Proposed Expansion 

(The following is our response to Environment, Great Lakes and Energy (EGLE) concerning a proposed expansion 
of Dewitt Marine.) 

The Torch Lake Protection Alliance (TLPA) has a number of concerns about the expansion of Dewitt Marine as pro-

posed. 

We believe DeWitt and TLPA are aligned on our desire that Torch Lake remain safe, beautiful, and clean.  A place that 

can be enjoyed by all that use it and live on it.  We note, too, that the TLPA membership and board is made up of peo-

ple with decades of business and industry experience of all forms.  We understand business economics and constraints.  

TLPA and businesses associated with Torch are in many ways not on opposite sides of the table.  It is within this context 

that we make our comments. 

We have concerns about boaters’ safety due to the intrusion of the proposed dock system close to and possibly within 

the navigable waterway that boaters routinely use to pass between Torch Lake and Clam Lake.  We do not see that this 

issue has been studied and addressed in the documentation. 

There are also concerns about carryover of lake bottom sediment into Torch Lake due to added boat traffic within/close 

to faster current from Clam Lake into Clam River and then out into Torch Lake.  This is beyond our ability to assess, but 

we are sure those capabilities exist within EGLE.  Assurance that the siting of the expansion will not add to the flow of 

solids into Torch would be helpful. 

Furthermore, we would like assurances from EGLE that the septic systems and disposal of waste from boat toilets due to 

the expansion are adequate. These assurances are needed because the expansion will undoubtedly increase the envi-

ronmental pressure on Torch Lake as well as the other lakes within the Chain.   

We are aware, too, of programs such as the Clean Marinas Program (https://www.michiganseagrant.org/michigan-clean

-marina-program/) that marinas can opt into.  While we do not necessarily endorse that particular program, we believe 

that such an effort would be helpful and indicative of the intent to sustainably operate and continually improve a large 

business that benefits financially from operating on lakes we all share.  It would be an act of leadership to adopt such a 

program. 

We note as well that a major concern of our membership is the ever-increasing number of boaters who park in front of 

their homes very close to the shoreline often walking in the water on the shore bottom.  More boating access means 

more such occurrences.  While the Marina financially benefits from the added slips, those with homes on Torch often 

pay the price especially when dealing with unruly boaters.  We would appreciate it if the Marina could help educate its 

boaters/customers, starting that education by outlining the simplest courtesies. 

We also find it unsettling that we don’t know where the continued expansion of the Marina ends.  What sets the upper 

limit?  How is it determined?  Is this the last such proposal? 

Finally, we are aware, for example, that an expansion was proposed in 2006/2007 and at least partially denied.  It is not 

clear to us how this expansion differs from that one. 

We all benefit from Torch Lake: riparians, those that visit Torch, and businesses that operate around it.  We all want to 

see it sustained for generations to come. 
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TLPA 2023 Annual Meeting 
The 2023 Torch Lake Protection Alliance annual meeting was held on Tuesday August 1, at the A-Ga-Ming Golf Resort. 

The setting as always was beautiful and the weather was per-

fect. The meeting was called to order at 4:30 p.m. by our Vice 

President Dave Martin (who did a great job of emceeing the 

event). We had 120 members and guests in attendance. The 

business portion of the meeting included establishment of a 

quorum, board introductions, last year’s minutes approval, 

treasurer’s report, board nominations and director votes.  

Tom Joseph 

gave a recap of 

TLPA actions 

and accom-

plishments 

since 2020. Dr. 

Robertson from 

USGS gave an update of the progress of our Keep Torch Lake Blue project. 

The Antrim and Kalkaska sheriffs gave a report on the activities on the 

sandbar this 4
th

 of July.  A question and answer period wrapped up the 

business portion of the meeting. Special recognition was given to Norm 

Neuenschwander and Bob Milliron who have termed out as TLPA board 

members. Jim Gerlach was also recognized for his great work and dedica-

tion to producing our newsletter. Drinks and dinner were served at 6:00. 

We encourage all our members to attend our annual meeting. The annual   

meeting is a great opportunity for our members to meet and ask ques-

tions of the TLPA board. It also allows our members a chance to get to 

know other members.   

 

Dr. Robertson, United States Geological 

Society, giving an update on the Keep 

Torch Blue project 

Torch Lake Township Passes Septic Ordinance 

In July the Torch Lake Township Board unanimously passed a Time of 

Transfer Septic Ordinance which requires wells and septic systems to 

be inspected before a residential property can be sold.  Bob Cook is 

the township supervisor and he said the inspections will help catch 

failing or faulty septic systems, reducing contamination in Torch Lake 

and residents’ groundwater. “If your neighbor's system is leaking into 

the soil, all these homes that are getting their water from wells - and 

what's going down through the earth, ultimately will find its way com-

ing up in a well,” Cook said. 

This ordinance is groundbreaking and a model for other lolocal units 

of government as it not only requires inspection of well and septic 

systems in the township before any residential property is sold, it in-

corporates additional safeguards to address septic systems that pose 

the greatest risk to water resources.  

The ordinance is modeled after a similar rule in the neighboring Mil-

ton Township, but Cook said it goes one step further and requires 

properties with no record of inspections to be checked in the next 

three years, and inspections of properties within 500 feet of a water 

body. We encourage all riparian owners to ask their respective town-

ships what are they doing to provide similar protection of resident 

well water and Torch Lake. 

Keep Torch Blue Don’t Fertilize 

Thank you for supporting our campaign 

to Keep Torch Lake Blue by not fertilizing 

your lawns. We were able to place over 

200 “Keep Torch Blue Don’t Fertilize” 

signs around the lake. The campaign was 

a great success and we intend to continue 

it next year.  

We are asking all of our members who 

displayed a sign on their property to store 

them inside over the winter and put them 

back out in the spring. We know that the 

signs created a lot of awareness and have 

many people either stopping their fertiliz-

ing or reducing it. If you have any ques-

tions about the campaign contact Bruce 

Hulteen at bmhulteen@gmail.com or 616

-560-3952. Together we can make a dif-

ference. 
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Building TLPA With Forty New Members 
 

Welcome New Members 

 
Nicole Garratt     Wendy & Jerry Foss  

Lawrence Hintz                                               Kim & Graig Adamski 

Kay & Jeff Gerstenberger    Paula Leach 

Christopher Dakoske     Karen Gallagher 

Hal & Sue Rummery     John & Nancy Kelley 

Susan & Mark Cetnar    Kyle McLeod 

Jerry & Jackie Compton    Terry Roote 

William & Ann Pier     Lynne & Dale Harbour 

Scott McDowell     Charles & Brooke Partlan 

Ann & Jim Glime     Fabienne & Brian Potestivo 

Janet & Thomas McLogan    Ronald Heiderman 

Ken & Kathy Masck     Harty & Sarah Ausel 

David & Patricia Geers    Johanna & Mark O’Hagan 

Gus & Kathleen Ploss    Rachel Vick 

Amanda Moran     Tim & Deb Broderick 

Marlys & Chris Olenech    Don & Toni Button 

Tony Iafrate        Ken Theis   

Phyllis Gunn      Peggy & Dave Wright 

Mary Blanchard     Douglas Colwell 

Michael & Tricia Campbell    Connie Maris 

 

Memorials  
 For Elizabeth Jamo 
  By Jim Jamo 
 For Meredith Grider 
  By Robert Robbins 
 For Martha Smith 
  By Laura McCallion 
 

 

Membership Renewal Alert 

It’s that time of year again. Boats, hoists and docks are being stored. Leaves are getting raked, and it is time to renew 

your Torch Lake Protection Alliance (TLPA) membership. For the first time in 30 years, we are raising our membership 

dues from $100 to $125 for family memberships and $200 to $250 for business memberships.  Even the job of pro-

tecting and preserving Torch Lake has not escaped the pressures of inflation. Like everyone else we are dealing with 

the effects of rising costs.  

TLPA really appreciates and needs the support of our loyal members. The largest and the most expensive water test-

ing program in Torch Lake history is well underway. Our goal is to identify the reasons why Torch Lake is changing 

and then formulate a plan to either stop or slow the progress. I know we are all committed to preserving Torch Lake 

for future generations. You can help by renewing your membership right away and by recruiting your friends and 

neighbors to join TLPA. You will be receiving a renewal request in November by mail.  If you have any questions con-

tact Bruce Hulteen at bmhulteen@gmail.com or 616-560-3952. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


