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Fishing Torch Lake

“Fish On, Set the Hook!!" Is the familiar cry by Shaun Roggenbeck from Torch Time Charters North.
Shaun is captain of his custom-made center console tritoon that is rigged for nothing but fishing. He is
a flurry of activity when setting the lines on the downriggers and planer boards. He constantly checks
the depth and speed and has a number of waypoints to guide the boat to previous fish hot spots. He
constantly resets lines and changes lures to find the one the fish will hit and gets exasperated when
they won't.

Shaun has been fishing Torch Lake for more than 30
years and has been running his fishing charter business
since 2014. In the early days of his charter business, his
clients would routinely catch the creel limit of brown
trout, Atlantic salmon and lake trout in a short period of
time. The fishing had been fairly steady until just a cou-
ple years ago when he noticed a decline in lake trout but
was still catching limits of browns and Atlantics, both of
which are stocked by the DNR.

Shaun routinely examines the stomachs of fish landed
and has noticed changes in diets coincidental with de-
clines in herring that the fish traditionally prey upon. He
also feels the fish aren’t as robust as in the past. In this
past year he has had days on charter where he was
"skunked”,( no fish). Recently lake trout, a fish native to
Torch Lake, are not being hooked with any regularity by
Shaun or other anglers on the lake. Shaun also charters
for Burbot, a fish that may not be as familiar to many,
but which is currently plentiful in the lake. He hopes this
lull in sport fishing in Torch Lake is temporary and not
indicative of a long-term trend.

It is clear that Torch Lake fishery is changing along with the shallows being infested with golden-brown
algae, zebra mussels and in the depths quagga mussels. Shaun logged more than 1500 hours this year
on his boat and is saddened by the development he sees along the lake shore. Trees are cut to get a
better view of the lake. The natural shoreline being replaced by trendy landscaping and the lawns ferti-
lized just to keep them looking green and lush. The lack of ice cover for the last few winters, as well as
the presence of invasive species, chemicals from fertilizer runoff and outdated septic systems are likely
affecting the ability of the lake to sustain populations of native fish species. All said, riparian owners
need to be aware of the insults the lake is being subjected to and continue to do their part as conscien-
tious stewards of Torch Lake.
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Battling Eurasian Watermilfoil

This past summer saw a continuation of efforts by
the joint Torch Lake Protection Alliance/Three Lakes
Association team tasked with battling Eurasian wa-
termilfoil in Torch Lake. The TLPA-TLA Team has
identified nine sites around the lake where milfoil
has established itself. Some of these sites were orig-
inally quite large, with invasive plants spread thickly
over a half-acre
or more of the
lake bottom.
But in recent
years, thanks to
a concentrated
effort by the
Team and their
certified con-
tractors, many
of the milfoll
patches have
been greatly
reduced in size.
This is great
news, but it al-
SO represents a
new challenge;
how do we
completely eliminate every remaining plant from a
location, so that the colony does not simply re-
establish itself in the years to come.

Hand-pulling the remaining plants seems like an
obvious answer, but like many things in life, the dev-
il is in the details. Eurasian watermilfoil has a dense
network of fragile roots, and pieces of those roots
break off quite easily when the plant is pulled on.
New plants will readily sprout from any pieces of
roots left
behind.

There-
fore, the
only suc-
cessful
way to
manually
remove
milfoil is
to bur-
row into
the lake bottom with one’s hand, carefully feeling
along the root system to make sure every bit of it is
removed. All while swimming ten to fifteen feet un-
der the water.

This year, the Team was fortunate enough to be
joined in this effort by two volunteer scuba divers,
Robert Wachob and Eric Erlandson, both of Antrim
County. During two trips out onto the lake in Sep-
tember, Robert and Eric were able to remove nearly
two 5-gallon buckets of milfoil from three different
locations. Most importantly, the plants were re-
moved roots and all. Great work guys!
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Mission of TLPA

To preserve and protect the health
and beauty of Torch Lake, its wa-
tershed and surrounding environ-
ment for generations to come
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Keep Torch Lake Blue Campaign Is in the Final Home Stretch!
Campaign Closes in on $975,000 Goal

In horse racing, we have all heard the phrase, “They're rounding the bend and are in the home stretch.” For
TLPA, just like any great finish, we are at 95% of our fundraising goal in the Keep Torch Lake Blue Cam-
paign and are SO CLOSE to reaching our final goal.

In less than two years, the Keep Torch Lake Blue Campaign has raised almost $930,000 of our $975,000
goal, 95%. We need just $45,000 more. This campaign started just two years ago! We have received such
great support in these first two years. But perhaps you are hearing about our campaign for the first time? If
so, you know how our beloved Torch Lake is changing. The change is significant in a bad way. We are in
year two of a three-year study to get some answers. But this world-class research takes funding.

So many have already donated. We have received over 130 donations in all donation amounts. Individuals,
foundations, and businesses have given. It is because of this incredible support that we are at the 95% lev-
el. But, this last 5% can be the most difficult! It absolutely takes all of us to be successful. In year one
and year two, we met our funding goals. We need our TLPA membership to support us to make it across
the finish line.

So, what can you do? Go to tlpa.co - click on the donate button and give. $1,000, $100, $10 - all do-
nations make a huge difference when we are working towards reaching our final goal. Next, share
this need with your neighbors, tell your relatives, we are all in this together.

We don't get a second shot at this world class research. Please, join us and give to the Keep Torch Lake
Blue Campaign.

We can't wait to “tell the world” that we have reached our goal. We have to reach this goal before our De-
cember 1*" deadline, so please go to TLPA.co and click on donate to the Keep Torch Lake Blue Campaign.

TLPA 2024 Annual Meeting

On Thursday August 1, the Torch Lake Protection Alliance annual meeting was held at the A-Ga-Ming
Golf Resort. The weather was perfect and the
view was spectacular as always. TLPA president
Dan Sajkowski called the meeting to order at
4:30 p.m. We had 125 members and guests in
attendance. The business portion of the meet-
ing included establishment of a quorum, board
introductions, last year's minutes approval,
treasurer’s report, board nominations and di-
rector votes.

The main presentation was given by Dr Robert-
son concerning the status of the ongoing
USGS study of Torch Lake. Dan Sajkowski high-
lighted the accomplishments of TLPA during
the past year. Dave Martin summarized the
KTLB campaign and the sheriffs from Kalkaska
and Antrim Counties reviewed the 4™ of July
results on the sand bar. A question and answer
period wrapped up the business part of the meeting.

Drinks and dinner were served at 6:00 p.m. We encourage all members to attend our annual meeting;
the socialization between members and the TLPA board is always enlightening.
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Welcome New Members

James & Judith Huttenlocher
Catherine Fifer/Stuart Family
Mike & Melissa Magee
Jeffrey & Hope Turner
Tom & Molly Giltrow
Charles & Lyndee Davis
Nicholas & Julia Krupansky
Susan & Ken Byrne

Krista LeVans

Claire & Ed Hulefeld
Patrick & Stephani Howell
Sherry & Tim Kroger

Mary Hofmann

Michael Fontana

Lynn West

Bruce & Judy Herman
Barbara Fain

Lucy & Thomas Lloyd
Tivoli Co-op

Sherry & Brian Hirst

Marc & Katherine Paris
Donna & Chris Miliano
Sarah Russo

Becky L. Harbaugh

Bruce Leech

Sarah & David Carter
Alicia Nance

Michael Lucido

Jennifer & Marshal Haskell
Nancy & Mike McCoy
Scott DeFrain

Brian Sherwood
Christopher & Maria Sutorik
Randy & Amy Lummler
Kevin Durling

Heather Irvine

Membership Renewal Alert

2024 is rapidly coming to a close. We are all
busy readying our homes for winter. With the
first frost and the falling of the leaves comes
the time to renew your Torch Lake Protection
Alliance (TLPA) membership for 2025. Our
family membership dues are $125 a year and
the business memberships are $250.

We will be beginning our third year of our
USGS/TLPA water testing program. TLPA is
continuously working on many issues that im-
pact the quality of Torch Lake. Monitoring and
working with the six townships on our lake is
critical to protecting your property values.
Combating invasive species such as Eurasian
Water Milfoil is equally important. Many of
these issues and our actions are outlined in
this and past newsletters.

We have always been the one organization
that is willing to fight for your riparian rights. |
know we are all committed to protecting and
preserving Torch Lake for future generations.

We really appreciate and need your support.
You can help by renewing your membership
right away. We spend way too much time and
effort tracking down renewals, time that
should be spent working on lake issues.

We are considering putting in an automatic
renewal option in January of 2025. This means
your membership would renew automatically.
You would have the option to cancel the auto
-renew and manually renew your membership.
We will keep you updated. You can also help
by recruiting your friends and neighbors to
join TLPA.

You will be receiving a renewal request in No-
vember by mail and a follow-up email. If you
have any questions contact Bruce Hulteen at
bmhulteen@gmail.com or 616-560-3952.
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TLPA Is Reaching Out to the Community

TLPA has been active this year building awareness by participating in several community events.
These include Wednesday Nights on River Street in Elk Rapids, the Rubber Ducky Festival in Bellaire
and the Alden Days Festival. We were able to speak with
many people and share with them the benefits of supporting
TLPA.

A special thanks goes out to A-Ga-Ming Golf, Pine Hill Nurse-
ry and Short's Brewing Company (all TLPA business members)
for providing great raffle prizes at the events. We were able to
add at least a dozen new members that we met at the events.
We plan to continue growing our membership and mission
awareness through similar events in the future.

One of the highlights of our community outreach was our en-
try in the Elk Rapids Harbor Days parade this year. A 1953
Chris Craft Rocket wooden boat, owned by TLPA member
Gary Manthey, was decorated with TLPA signs and supported
by several TLPA crew riding in the boat.
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Memorials
- T(?dd CO"'"S o S Irene Estelle & Joel Findlay
William & Laura Christensen Virginia & David Giffis by Alvsse Mengason
Elizabeth Powell Margaret Comfort y Ay 9
Kara Nodberg-Smith Francis Powell Alec Petrie & Cecily Nelson
Dan & Eileen Sajkowski Trish & Andrew Narwold by Dan & Laurie Roches
James Clark Jessica Grande

In honor of: Roth-Martin family by Mary (Katie) Roth
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Cedar Shores Update

Cedar Shores intends to build out a Marina for 9 boats and

10 jet skis despite having only 2

deed allows for only 4 boats and 2 jet skis. The expansion
greatly exceeds what would be allowed under township

ordinances on Torch Lake.

Regrettably, Helena Township d

twenty years ago for reasons that remain unknown. As the
owners of Cedar Shores know, neighbors and others on

Torch Lake spoke out against th

TLPA urges Cedar Shores to be fair to their neighbors and
re-consider their Marina plans. The use and enjoyment of

Torch Lake applies to everyone.

We are encouraged by recent actions being proposed by

Social Media

TLPA made nearly 100 social media posts in
2024, sharing information about Torch. The
posts are activities that TLPA has been en-
gaged with, featuring several of our dedicat-
ed business members and sharing beautiful
pictures of Torch Lake.

lakefront residences. Their

ropped its ordinance about
In 2025, we plan to load our social media
with additional important information about
our lake. The focus will be on TLPA's mission
and things you can do to help preserve our
lake for future generations. If you are a Face-
book user, search on Torch Lake Protection
Alliance and follow us!

e proposed Marina.

Indeed, it is a legal right.

the Helena Township Board. We will keep you updated.

Saving Torch River Islands

TLPA is working with TCC, TESA and ESLA to save the islands in
Torch River. They are being run over by people and boats. As a
result, the islands are being eroded away (one has already
been lost). The islands and riverbanks are private property. No
Trespassing signs had long ago been posted but they have re-
cently been torn down . Not only is the trespassing illegal but
it is also destroying a habitat and nesting area for wildlife
(loons, sand hill cranes, muskellunge and more).

The group is working to get new No Trespassing signs posted
and enforcement by the Antrim and Kalkaska County Sheriffs.

Support Our Business Members

365 Outdoor

A-Ga-Ming Golf Resort
Alden Lumber and Hardware
Alden State Bank

Avery Excavating

Echo Quality Grinding

Elk Rapids Marina

Elk Rapids Electric
Ethanology Distillation
Fitzpatrick Insurance Agency
G3 Strategic Advisors
Generation

Great Lakes Cottage Watch
Hell Fire Detroit Hot Sauce
Kidd & Levy Real Estate
Lake Living Services, Inc.

Nicholas Halek Realtor-Coldwell
Banker Schmidt Realtors

Parshall Companies

Pine Hill Nursery

Serve Electric

Service Lynk

Short’s Brewing Company

Steve Jessmore Photography

TBA Credit Union

Top Notch Heating, Cooling, and
Geothermal

Torch Lake Beer Company

Urban Diversions

Village Market Food Centers

Wellness Institute of Michigan

Barker Creek Nursery & Landscaping
Bay North Realty

Birch Street Dental

Blackmore Landscaping Services
Bruce’s Earthworks

Chemical Control Co.

The Chief Golf Course/BluePelican
Creative Characters Printing

Don Fedrigon Re/Max of Elk Rapids
Drogt Excavating

Luhr’s Landing
Mapleridge Construction
North Country Power
Northshore Dock
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