
 

Is Your Septic Polluting Torch Lake?  

 

 

 

 

TRUE BLUE News  

 

Did You Know?  

 

Septic systems can pollute your drinking water and Torch Lake? 

 

Water from your septic field soaks into the water table. 

Then it enters Torch Lake through ground water seeps—those cold spots you feel when you’re 

swimming. 

Then it soaks further into the aquifer, where it can be pulled up by your drinking water well.  



 

 

 

Septic System is part of the Water Cycle                   Image: MI EGLE  

 

 

All septic systems release nutrients into their drain fields. 

Nutrients then travel into the ground, into the aquifer and 

then into Torch Lake. 

Excess nutrients promote algae growth in the lake. 

Failing septic systems can increase the amount of nutrients reaching Torch Lake.  



 

 

 

 

For the last 10 years,  Torch Lake's  white sandy and rocky bottom has been coated with 

algae.         

Photo: Torch Conservation Center  

 

Key Facts: 

Michigan has more septic systems than any of her neighboring Midwest states. 

Michigan is the only state in the union that does NOT have a statewide septic code. 

Only 2 of the 7 townships around Torch Lake Watershed require a septic inspection when a 

home is sold. 

In Michigan, it is estimated that 1 in 10 septic systems are failing. 

There are more than 4,000 homes in the Torch Lake Watershed using septic systems. 

So, 400 septic systems may be failing. 

 

It is up to us to maintain our septic systems, so they do NOT pollute the lake we love and 

devalue our property. 

 

Septic system failure can occur when the septic tank is not pumped often enough. 

   

 

 

 

 

Drainfield being installed          Photo: Torch Conservation Center  



 

 

 

 

Lake Love Looks Like...  

 

Don’t let your septic systems be “Outta sight, Outta mind.” 

Step 1. Every 3 years have a septic hauler inspect your septic tank and field. 

If 1/3 of the tank is full of solids, then pump your tank. 

Routine septic inspections and tank pumping costs $300-500 and ensures:  

• Septic system is working properly. 

• Problems are caught early, preventing costly system replacements-$5,000-$25,000. 

• Fewer nutrients percolate into the groundwater. 

• Fewer nutrients entering Torch Lake. 

If you don’t pump your tank regularly, then solids can plug pipes. 

Plugged pipes can cause drains and toilets to backup.  

 

 

 

https://conservetorch.org/caring-for-water/true-blue-living/pump-your-septic-tank-every-3-years/


 

Pumping a septic tank                  Photo: Torch Conservation Center  

 

Step 2. Reduce the load on your commode. 

Toilet paper dissolves in your septic system. 

Toilet paper is the only paper that should be placed in your toilets. 

These other items do NOT dissolve and will result in clogged pipes. 

Place these items in the trash to prevent expensive plumbing repairs:.  

• Kleenex-Tissues 

• Paper Towels 

• Baby Wipes 

• FLUSHABLE WIPES (Don’t believe their name—they can be flushed but they do NOT 

decompose in your septic tank.) 

 

 

 

Use only toilet paper. 

Photo: Torch Conservation Center  

 

Additional Sources: 

Michigan Environment, Great Lakes and Energy (EGLE) Septic Smart 

U.S. Environmental Pprotection Agency (EPA) Septic Systems   

 

https://www.michigan.gov/egle/about/organization/drinking-water-and-environmental-health/onsite-wastewater-management/septicsmart
https://www.epa.gov/septic


 

 

 

TRUE BLUE Gallery Closing for the Season on Saturday, October 12, 2024 

Fall Hours: Friday and  Saturday  

11am-4pm 

  

Torch Conservation Center is grateful for this season’s TRUE BLUE Gallery Manager, 

Kathy Perrin and staff, Amelia Beatty, and for all our wonderful volunteer docents 

Connie Brigham, Julie Coulter, Lucy Dueck, Marlene Hulteen, Ann Rossener, Debbie Ross 

and Lynn West. 

Thank you for sharing your time and your passion for Torch Lake. 



 

 

 

Fall Paddle                                                        Photo: Barbara Lockrey  

 

 

If you love her, Care for Torch! 

 

Our Choices Matter! 

 

 

 

 

https://conservetorch.org/caring-for-water/
https://www.facebook.com/conservetorch/
https://www.conservetorch.org/
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