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PROTECTION ALLIANCE

Keep Torch Lake Blue Campaign Achieves Fundraising Goal!
Campaign enters new phase dedicated to research results

WE DID IT! TLPA members, families, friends, area foundations, and concerned and dedicated peo-
ple all came together to help us realize our campaign goal. The Keep Torch Lake Blue (KTLB)
Campaign had a very lofty goal. The campaign to support the state-of-the-art research being
performed by the United States Geological Survey (USGS) was started in 2022. With an almost
one-million-dollar goal, the KTLB campaign supports the research equipment and long-term
monitoring of our beloved, yet ever-changing, Torch Lake for three years; 2023, 2024, 2025. At
the end of this period, the USGS will provide TLPA with a comprehensive report of their findings.

TLPA has recently signed the agreement with Antrim County, our fiduciary, and made the 2025
payment to Antrim County to cover the USGS work. The generosity of donors as we closed out
KTLB at the end of 2024 put us over the top! Two hundred and fifty families, friends, foundations
all came together to make this campaign successful. TLPA felt from the beginning of the cam-
paign in 2022 that though a campaign of this magnitude — both in the amount of dollars needed
AND in the scope and nature of the USGS work — could be achieved when the story of the need
for comprehensive research was identified to those that love Torch Lake.

In the late spring/early summer of 2026, at a date yet to be determined, the USGS will present its
report of the three-year research project. All donors will be invited to attend this presentation.
You may wonder why this will occur so late? The USGS is gathering vital data throughout all of
2025, lab analysis work continues throughout the winter of 2025/2026 which then allows the
USGS to present to TLPA the comprehensive look of Torch Lake over the three-year period.

Won't further research on Torch Lake be needed? Yes, to have a significant impact, the work of
the USGS and others involved will need to continue. The next phase of the Keep Torch Lake Blue
Campaign will therefore focus on the results provided to TLPA and you, our donors, and where
further research dollars are most effectively used.

The Board of the Torch Lake Protection Alliance can’t thank you enough for your generosity. Do-
nors large and small came together to support Torch Lake. You have helped us raise almost a
million dollars. THANK YOU!

Dave Martin, TLPA Vice-President and Fundraising Chair
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Lew Loss Joins the TLPA Board

Lew Loss becomes the newest member of the Torch
Lake Protection Alliance board. Lew and his wife
Gretchen have lived on the east side of Torch Lake
since 2022. Lew enjoys his time on the lake, golfing
and pickleball. He also serves as a volunteer media-
tor with Conflict Resolution Services and is a Big
Brother to a boy in Mancelona. He is committed to
TLPA's mission to protect and preserve Torch Lake
for future generations.

Lew was a corporate litigator in Washington DC for
41 years. His specialty was in the area of professional
liability and
complex insur-
ance coverage.
Lew also served
as general
counsel for the
non-profit, non-
partisan Com-
mission on
Presidential De-
bates (CPD) and
was involved in
every general
election presi-
dential debate
from 1988 to
2020. He also
was a partner with Dykema Gossett PLLC firm, which
is based in Michigan.

Lew brings a skill set that will be very beneficial to
the TLPA board. We are excited to have him as part
of our team.

The De-icing Dilemma

When winter weather is unpredictable, it's easy to
feel uncertain about how much salt to spread on
sidewalks and roads. The problem is all that win-
ter salt eventually ends up in our freshwater. It
poses a threat to aquatic ecosystems and even
our drinking water. The primary issue with over-
using is that once it enters our freshwater sys-
tems, it is difficult to remove. Freshwater species
can suffer from reduced reproduction rates,
physical stress, and even death. Excessive salt
pollution poses risks to human health, especially
when it contaminates groundwater, which serves
as drinking water for many communities.

There is simple, yet effective ways to reduce the
amount of salt used in the winter. Shoveling or
snow blowing as much snow as possible signifi-
cantly reduces the need for de-icing. When ap-
plying salt, it is important to scatter sparingly, do
not create piles. When temperatures are below
15 degrees Fahrenheit, sand or treated deicer can
be a better option. After the ice melts, sweeping
up excess salt prevents it from being washed into
our waterways.

January 27-31, 2025, was Salt Awareness Week in
the United States and Canada. This weeklong
event is dedicated to raising awareness of the
harmful effects of excessive salt use, while
providing solutions to reduce the impact. To get
more information and tips you can register
online at wintersaltweek.org.

Article from Tip of the Mitt

TLPA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Dan Sajkowski, President Tom Joseph
Dave Martin, Vice President Randy Asmus
Bruce Hulteen, Secretary Sharon Hill
Mark Jasonowicz, Treasurer Laura F. Atkinson
Rick Knopf Steve Kelley
Wayne Lancaster Lew Loss

ADVISORY BOARD MEMBERS

Norm Neuenschwander Bob Milliron

Mission of TLPA

To preserve and protect the health
and beauty of Torch Lake, its wa-
tershed and surrounding environ-
ment for generations to come
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TLPA/USGS Project Update

As we closed out 2024, we reflected on a successful year. Work continued to sample the lake in two deep
water locations and 12 near shore sites. The near shore sites coincident with the sites Dr. Jan Stevenson and
TLA use for GBA sample collection and analysis to continue our effort to
study the correlation, if any, of water chemistry and prevalence of GBA. We
successfully established 12 groundwater sites and collected samples from all
the sites twice. We also expanded our study of tributaries to include Spen-
cer, Wilkinson, Eastport and A-Ga-Ming creeks throughout the year. Sam-
pling and monitoring of Clam and Torch Rivers continued as well.

As we start our 2025 season, the first event was on January 16, when our
request to the Antrim County Board of Commissioners to again act on our
behalf as a fiduciary in the administration of our USGS Joint Funding Agree-
ment was approved. This provided us with $49K in matching funds for the
project. Our next big event will be on May 30 when we will hold our annual
"Adaptive Management meeting” at the Torch Lake Township Hall. We ex-
pect to host, as we have in the past, approximately 50 participants from lo-
cal, regional, and national activities that share in the lakes and support our
project. This expansive collaboration has proven to be invaluable in the
analysis of our results, the direction of future monitoring, and the sharing of
findings.

Bob Milliron (TLPA) taking win-
ter creek samples. He was as-
sisted by Peg Comfort (TCC)

Our 2025 goals and objectives will include continuation of sampling, which will

be in full swing as soon as the weather permits. (We collected samples through December last year). We
hope to gain more detailed information on the mussel population in Torch Lake and will continue the devel-
opment of the Lake Models for future planning and evaluation of Lake conditions.

Wakes and Boats Legislation

To help protect our lakes and lakeshores, a Wake and Boat Bill was presented in the state legislature during
the 2024 session. Excessive wakes from wake boats and improper use of regular boats are damaging our
lakeshore, disrupting aquatic plants, and devastating fisheries. The reckless operation of these boats is dam-
aging lake owner properties. Reckless operation comes into play when operation of a boat causes damag-
ing wake, thereby endangering a person or property as stated on pg. 36 of the MI Boating Laws Handbook.
The DNR has also made specific recommendations in their Fisheries Report (#37).

Last year a bill was debated in the state house that would have put restrictions on the operation of wake
boats. However, because of lack of support, the bill was not brought up for a vote. You can make a differ-
ence by contacting your state representatives and letting them know that you support legislation that would
control the use of wake boats on our lakes.

John Roth, Torch Lake's state representative, stated recently on the “ Ron Jolly Show” that he would like to
see the bill come up for debate again. Representative Roth has supported TLPA on other lake issues. By
making your opinion known, you can make a difference.

Quiet Area

It appears we have a final outcome for the so called "Quiet Area”, a property in the 5000 block of North
West Torch Lake Dr that was being considered for a kayak park. The issue was it is located in a R-1 zoned
area, it is very steep and it has no parking available. Thanks to push back from neighbors and concerned ri-
parians, the property will now become a conservation easement. The Great Lakes Land Conservancy was a
key player helping to make this happen. This is a more practical use of the property and protects the rights
of the local property owners. This is another example of TLPA and riparians working together to preserve
Torch Lake for future generations.

TLPA—Protecting Torch Lake for 30 Years



Welcome New Members

Joy King

Allen Trager

Kristin Scarlata

Paul McDowell
Kimberly Visser

M. Kristine Crossman
Julie Rush

Memorials

Tom Rand

Rich Honer

Karl & Nancy Couyoumjian
John & Julie Hamaty

Sara McNamara

Barbara Van Pelt & Dave Varga

Jeanette Mullins

Steve & Sallie Foley

Carol & Mac Smith
Dale Hanson

Trish & Andrew Narwold
Pamela Glomstead

Barb & John Carton
Jennifer Stromberg
Marla Garvey

Barbara Hanson

Dale, Forrest, Rollie & Jack Hanson

Greg Hanson
Todd Collins

Glimmer Images (Elisse Lassiter)

Bob & Pat Martin
Nancy Podurgiel
Robert & Marjorie Businski
Rick & Janet Knopf
William Frey
Norm Chirite
Honorariums
Dave Martin
Steve & Sallie Foley

Eric & Molly Trosko
Victoria (Trosko) Gallagher

New Auto-Renewal Option

As we have mentioned in previous communica-
tions, we have been considering adding an auto-
matic renewal option to our website. The option
to have your membership renewed automatically
is now live.

I know we all have many things we are involved in
and TLPA is just one of many. This renewal option
eliminates the burden of remembering to renew
your membership every year. We hope this makes
it easier for you, and it helps us save time and re-
sources by not having to remind our members to
renew their memberships.

To use the option, go to TLPA.co, Log in, click the
“Join now Button and select “Auto Renewal’. If
you have any questions, contact Bruce Hulteen at
bmhulteen@gmail.com or 616-560-3952.

Township Business

Helena Township

After many months of public input and fine tun-
ing, a proposed draft of the Waterfront Dock-
ing/Mooring Ordinance for R-1 properties in Hele-
na Township has been sent to the township attor-
ney for review. A posting will be made for final
public input. The proposal will then be sent to the
Antrim County Planning Commission for review
and after this review, it will be sent back to Helena
Township for final review and adoption. Thanks go
out to the many TLPA members and Torch Lake
riparians who were involved in the advocacy pro-
cess. We will update you when the final ordinance
is enacted.

Milton Township

Milton Township has completed the rewrite of
their master plan. We will keep you updated on
any proposed new or amended ordinances.

Clearwater Township

Clearwater Township has completed the rewrite of
their master plan, which includes septic and short-
term rental language. These are positive moves by
the township. We will keep you posted.
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Save the Date 2025

Please save these dates for 2025. This year's GEM's (Greet, Educate, Meet) meeting will be held at the
Torch Lake Township Hall on Saturday morning, June 14™. Our goal is to have a round table discussion
with representatives from all six townships that surround Torch Lake. It should be very informative. Our
Annual Meeting will be held at A-Ga-Ming Golf Resort on Tuesday evening, July 29 (please note this is a
week earlier than our normal date).

Torch River Islands

TLPA is actively working with Torch Conservation Center, Elk Skegemog Lake Association (ESLA) and their
membership to address riparian rights and environmental impacts to the islands in Torch River. The three
islands impacted are known as Frog, Turtle and Huck Finn and sit
just west and south of the Torch Bridge Court bayou. Boaters
during the summer boating season anchor and moor their boats
along these islands. Erosion to one island has already led to its
disappearance.

We are collaborating with the sheriffs of Antrim and Kalkaska
counties to make the case that trespassers should be barred
from using these islands and prosecuted if necessary. To make
that eventuality possible, we will need the support of each coun-
ty's prosecutor. In parallel, the associations are working to renew
signage taken down by those intruding on the islands and to educate the public about how boating and
wading behaviors impact the safety of others in that narrow stretch of water. Improper behavior also en-
dangers waterfowl, fish and wildlife.

Support Our Business Members

365 Outdoor Don Fedrigon Re/Max of Elk Rapids Nicholas Halek Realtor-Coldwell
A-Ga-Ming Golf Resort Drogt Excavating Banker Schmidt Realtors
Alden Lumber and Hardware Echo Quality Grinding Parshall Companies
Alden State Bank Elk Rapids Marina Pine Hill Nursery
Avery Excavating Elk Rapids Electric Providence Farms
Barker Creek Nursery & Landscap-  Ethanology Distillation :erv.e Elfdrlic
ing Fitzpatrick Insurance Agency erwcle yn .

G3 Strategic Advisors St [rewiag Compeiy
Bay North Realty . Steve Jessmore Photography
Birch Street Dental Generation TBA CreditUnion
Blackmore Landscaping Services Great Lakes Cottage Watch Top Notch Heating, Cooling, and
Bruce's Earthworks Hell Fire Detroit Hot Sauce Geothermal
Bruce's Excavation Kidd & Levy Real Estate Torch Lake Beer Company
Chemical Control Co. Lake Living Services, Inc. Urban Diversions

; : Village Market Food Centers
The Chief Golf Course/BluePelican  Luhr’s Landing 9 . _—
. . Wellness Institute of Michigan

Clearwater Carpentry & Custom Mapleridge Construction
Homes North Country Power Generation
Creative Characters Printing Northshore Dock
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